CLASSIC CRIMES
Various meetings were held, and a petition to Lord Lothian,
the Scottish Secretary, was adopted. Apart from the stereo-
typed objections to the verdict common to such documents,
the petitioners stated that there had been, and then was,
insanity in the convict's family; that he himself had shewn
from infancy decided symptoms of mental aberration, which
accounted for the extraordinary and eccentric character of
his conduct both prior and subsequent to the 15th of July;
and that the petitioners were prepared to adduce proof of
such aberration if required. This petition, which was widely
signed in Glasgow and the West of Scotland, was duly
despatched to Dover House on Friday, 22nd November.
Meanwhile, pending the result of this application, the Greenock
magistrates proceeded to make the necessary arrangements for
carrying out the sentence, and thriftily bdrrowed the Glasgow
scaffold. Laurie, who still maintained the cool and calm
demeanour which he had preserved throughout the trial, was
said to be confident that his life would be spared.
On Saturday, the 23rd, on the appointment of Lord
Lothian, the convict was visited by Sir Arthur Mitchell,
K.CJB,, Dr. Yellowlees, of Glasgow Royal 4-sylum? a^d
Professor (afterwards Sir William) Gairdaer, of Glasgow
.University, with a view1 to examining and reporting upon his
Ifnental condition* It was stated in the newspapers at the time
that Laurie had himself written a letter to Lord Lotnian to
the effect that Rose was killed in his prq^ence by an accidental
fall from a rock, and that his (Lauri^s) subsequent actions
arose from his dread that he would be charged with murder,
and, owing to the absence of witnesses, might be unable to
prove his innocence. This was at least a more plausible
explanation than that afforded by the defence at the trial;
but it is understood that the line of argument then taken w&s
the prisoner's > deliberate choice, and <wa$ adopted by his
counsel at his own request.
On Thursday, the 28th,*two days before that ftjced for the
Execution, the local authorities were irifbcmed % tel^gra|>h
that in consequence of the Medical Commission having
reported that the convict was of unsound mihd, the Sectary
for Scotland liad felt justified in recommen<3ihg a respite.
The terns of the commissions* report were tiot